
Interview with anarchists from Istanbul

The interview was being held in march 2008 in Istanbul with two persons who are active in the 

anarchist scene there. One of them spent five and a half years in prison in turkey. 

 

1. Please introduce us to anarchist activities in istanbul. What kind of organisations / activities 

exist here?

First of all, Anarchism is not too popular and strong in Turkey, but in the last two decades some  

more people started to join actions as anarchists. For the last two or three years we did some actions 

about militarism. The antimilitarist movement is very strong in Turkey, because army is very strong 

too. The army has a power on political matters, so politics feel that big oppression. People are  

getting frightened by the army that uses arguments like the "regime is in danger". 30 years ago, 

danger was "communism", but now it's "islam".

In Turkey, it's an obligation for men to go to the army when you reach the age of 18 or 20. So, for 

15 years there have been some objectors that have refused to go to the army and now one of them is  

in jail. It's law number 318. There are some many campaigns against this law, and we are keeping in 

touch in solidarity with these people. They put you into jail when you deny going to military, if they 

catch you. And they judge objectors in the army courts, not in civil courts. It means, you're refusing  

army but you're being judged by army again.  There are 70 conscientious objector  and 400.000 

fugitives in Turkey. Of course those 400.000 people are not objectors but they are living their life in 

fear by disappearing, only objectors call it "civil death" and therefore refuse it. They say "we are 

here, we are objectors and are declaring it", it's an active refusal and they are not hiding. So there  

are  a  lot  of  campaigns  against  these  laws,  because  it's  against  human  rights  and  against  

freedom of the one. It's a resistance that used to take place all over Europe and all of these countries  

in Europe now have these rights except Turkey.

In  the  recent  years,  there  are  actions  against  cameras,  surveillance  and  biometric  control 

equipments. We started to make some acts in the streets in 2005 and continued that kind of actions 

for two years. It was not like marching, but more like a theatre play. We wanted to make people join 

to  our  acts  and many did join.  They didn't  know that  we are anarchists,  but  we created some 

consciousness about this situation. The media was interested as well, we gave some interviews to 

the media; radio, TV and newspapers, but the cameras are still there. Nothing's changed and they 

are planning to put cameras on the ferrys, buses as well. Some friends are doing a movie workshop 

about different subjects like pressure on women (and also prostitutes and different sexualities) in 

Turkey or about repression. On Saturday (8.3.) there will be a movie show involving a prostitute 

that wanted to become governor but was rejected because of her job. They give some sheets to the  

prostitutes, so that they can't lose their identity of a prostitute and therefore they can't do anything.

(question: how is the legal situation of prostitutes in Turkey? 

-it's legal, but there are some illegal parts, like they have to pay their own taxes. If they reject that  



they catch them and take them to prison.)

There were some food not bombs actions for the last years, which is also about militarism and  

poverty in Turkey. It turned out to be good. Then there are some anarchist groups called "anarchist  

youth federation". I think they also exist in other countries. They are working more systematic, they 

are releasing some papers. Nowadays they act which is inspired by the movie "V for Vendetta". 

Since some month we are releasing a newspaper called "Ahali". The third issue that has just been 

released  is  only  written  by  women  and  is  basically  about  issues  related  to  the  8th  of  march.

There's also an internet radio for us that is broadcasting on a regular basis.

As you told me before there are no groups / organisations here that concentrate on the issue 

prison and repression, but rather individuals. You mentioned that there's is the possibility of 

going to  prison for  being politically  active,  especially  if  you deny going to  military.  Are  

there other anarchist prisoners that were imprisoned for different reasons at the moment?

Actually there are five persons from eastern Turkey that got to prison for working against the state 

and making an anarchist  group. In Turkey, like many other places,  Anarchism is understood as 

something very similar to terrorism, so they are using this terror label against anarchist activities.  

Mostly not only anarchist,  but a lot of peolpe are going to jail because of working against the 

regime.  If  you  do  that  they  don't  care  if  you  are  an  anarchist  or  marxist  or  whatever.  Many 

anarchists don't propagate that they are anarchists, because of the prejudice, they only act what they 

believe.  

How is the situation in general in prison and how are people treated? What are the main 

reasons to go to prison in Turkey, who comes there?

At the moment there are about 80.000 peolpe in jail in Turkey. Ten years ago it was 90.000. At that  

time the government let the prisoners leave the prison before they were supposed to be released. 

Still they are not forgiven, but due to some changes of the laws they had to release some people  

from prison. There are also a lot of people in prison because of drugs and some gangster stuff. And 

of course there are different conditions for different prisoners.

There is an aim to convert all the prisons like F-type jail. They tell people that this change is for the  

benefit of the prisoners and claim that it's more safe for the rest. They say, in this way most of the  

prisoners are saved from the "worst" criminals and "terrorists". By the way, there are no women in 

F-type,  only men. People in F-type are seperated regarding to the "reason" of drugs,  gangsters, 

political prisoners, murderers.

Is there actually a lot of violence between prisoners?



Yes, and in F-type too.

Do they seperate "political prisoners" from others?

They do have different cells. Especially for kurdish prisoners and for example in case of Öcalan 

government doesn't control this place, it's directly controled by the army.

Are there more pkk related prisoners that were moved to special prisons?

In 2000, December 19th, the soldiers and police attacked the jails to put the prisoners to the F-type  

cells.  28 people got killed during that action. They refused to be put into these cells and were 

directly  killed.  So,  after  this  there was an aim to reach political  prisoners.  They were not  pkk 

prisoners, but they used the pkk to reach them. So they seperated the pkk prisoners temporarily to  

another jail, where they can be together, not in F-type. 

And four years later, they put the pkk prisoners in F-type prisons seperately, one by one. It was a 

strategy.

How about the uprising in 2000? Was it mainly about putting people in F-type prisons? It got  

quite a lot of attention in the international media as well..

Every year on 19th of december it's the anniversary of that and people act about it. Because a lot of 

peolpe were killed there and the minister was very proud of that.

Have there been other uprising between then and now?

28 people got killed during that action. The Government continues these operations, but not as 

much  as  the  one  of  19th  of  december.  They  put  people  from  one  F-type  to  the  other  one.

Are people resisting from the inside as well?

The rights have changed as well. There are people that prefer a kind of passive resistance like not 

eat anything..hungerstrike. like that, not strike against these operations. For example some popular 

personalities (i.e. one of them was an advocate) do that. So because these actions got quite popular 

in the media, the government was one step behind them and changed some laws to make the jails  

look better. Because day by day the conditions are getting worse and worse, so with the resistance 

some conditions were getting a little better.

Do you think they changed anything with trying to get in the EU?



The arrangements and laws of cause changed about the eu, but it's important so see that for example 

the  F-type prison system comes from the  eu.  So,  about  the  conditions..only the  resistance  has 

changed them, because F-type is no problem for the eu. They also don't watch what's going on 

there, they can't.

During E’s time in prison,  has he got any solidarity from outside? How about contact  to 

peolpe from outside? How does it work?

There are some marxist and anarchist collectives connected to him and they could communicate 

through  letters.  And  there  are  marxist  groups  working  on  the  issue  prison  like  "TAYAD, 

TÜYAB ...". And these groups also acted with violence on the streets about F-type. So the police 

tried to say that these peolpe were making propaganda about pkk and against the state. So it shows 

that peolpe that want to attend attention for that prisons are confronted with accusation of terrorism. 

So it's  something that  always gets  used,  "move against  state".  They say it's  against  our  pride,  

history, identity. I think you know, how powerful the turkish nationalism is.

Is there anything you would like to mention?

While resisting against F-type prisons, two peolpe just died while doing a hungerstrike. Between 

2000 and 2006 more than 600 died.


